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Saturday, November 14
at the

DoubleTree Oak Ridge
with a virtual option available

Dust off your best motoring clothes and wax up
the old carriage - Bow Tie 2020 is taking the party
to the streets! (Well, the DoubleTree parking lot).

On November 14, we will celebrate Tom Beehan,
the Music Makin’ Mayor, as the 2020 recipient of
the Bill Wilcox Bow Tie Award!

Fun, friendship, and safety are top priorities for
the event. Kindly join us and remember:

Socially distanced
does not have to be

SOCTALLY DREARY
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DRIVE-IN EDITION

The drive-in event
will feature...

...A delicious catered dinner B
delivered safely to your vehicle...

...LIVE music with Tom Beehan and The
Missing Goats...

...exclusive Bow Tie swag for your
vehicle...

and MUCH more!

Additional details about the drive-in :w ‘
event and virtual event will be shared on "o, |

=~

adfac.org, social media, email, and USPS g»l
mail. Tickets go on sale in September! =

The Bill Wilcox Bow Tie Event is ADFAC’s signature
annual fundraiser, with all proceeds supporting its
charitable work in the community. Every dollar raised
through this event will make a difference!
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Aid to Distressed Families of Appalachian Counties
Post Office Box 5953 e Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5953 (mail)
1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike  Oak Ridge, TN 37830 (offices)
(865) 425-0256  www.adfac.org

SUMMER EDITION ¢ JuLy 2020

It’s hard to believe we are
already looking back on the
early months of 2020 and
coming to terms with the
sudden changes our lives
underwent. But here we are,
in East Tennessee in the
summertime, reflecting on
what has come to pass.

It was (and is) an undeniably
challenging time. ADFAC, like
many other agencies, closed
its doors for the longest
period of time since its
founding in 1987. Several staff
members worked from home,
checking and returning
messages from clients,
communicating with
volunteers and supporters,
and making sure ADFAC
would have the resources
needed to help clients.

| Nan Shugart prepares to return

| phone calls. Mondays are
typically very busy, with dozens

| of messages from clients left
over the weekend.

Understandably, Covid-19 and
the subsequent closing of
schools and businesses has
been especially difficult for
those already struggling to
pay bills or live in safe, decent
housing. Job loss, reduced
hours, and unexpected costs
have impacted many local
families.

The larger community almost
immediately realized the
extra burden low-income
families could be facing, and
that ADFAC has the
professional staff and
structure in place to help.
Groups, businesses, and
individuals quickly mobilized
to get aid to families in need.
ADFAC was very fortunate to
receive several emergency
grants and donations.

With the health and safety of
staff and clients as the top
priority, getting assistance to
families called for a few
changes. As staff returned to
the office, phone interviews
with clients began to take
place. At the same time,
measures were taken to
ensure clients could be seen
in person as soon as possible.
A grant allowed us to
purchase sneeze guards,
no-contact thermometers,
and disposable face coverings
for clients. Staff members
along with local volunteers
also provided numerous
reusable cloth masks for both
staff and clients.

|

‘\ Cindy Ross kept social
| media users up-to-date on
| the progress of a new

| home built this spring.

As all of us edge toward
whatever the “new normal”
might be, we at ADFAC feel
extraordinarily lucky to be
able to provide assistance,
and that caring people entrust
us to provide such aid. Our
staff, board, and volunteers
feel this all the time - but
especially in 2020.

The shared worldwide
experience of Covid-19 will
have a lasting impact for
months and years to come.
We are grateful for the
generosity and concern the
community has already
expressed in very tangible
ways.

With your help, we will
continue to face whatever
challenges are in the future.

Altrusa e City of Oak Ridge Electric Department e Clinton Utilities Board ¢ CNS Y-12
East Tennessee Foundation Neighbor to Neighbor Disaster Relief Fund e Elks Spotlight Grant
Rotary Club of Oak Ridge Sunset ® Sew Good Mask Project e Tennessee Valley Authority

United Way Anderson County e UT-Battelle ORNL Community Recovery Campaign
Individuals who donated their Covid-19 Stimulus Payment or made other contributions
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School Supplies Program begins
annual distribution

After a nearly five-month
break from school, children
across our area will soon be
back in the classroom. While
every back-to-school season
is important, this year, a
strong beginning seems
more critical than ever.

In early July, ADFAC staff
and a small number of
volunteers began packing
and distributing boxes of
supplies for 37 schools in
Anderson, Campbell, and
Morgan counties. ADFAC
works closely with each
school to identify the exact
supplies needed for eligible
students. Grants, monetary,
and in-kind donations allow
us to provide thousands of
backpacks and supplies —in
2020, we hope to serve
4,000 students.

ADFAC’s School Supplies
Program is so important to
children from economically
disadvantaged families.
With a new backpack

and supplies similar to all
students, a child can walk
into class the first day
equipped with the tools to
be successful. A student
will be more capable of
focusing on academics
when basics needs are met.
Plus, returning to school
prepared will help provide
a sense of normalcy during
this time of change and
uncertainty.

In the event schools use
both in-classroom and
online learning, students
will need these essential
supplies to complete work
at home.

Education is the best
chance for children to rise
above the poverty cycle.
Please consider making a
contribution. Donations
received after distribution
will be used to purchase
clearance supplies and
backpacks for 2021.

Volunteer Patsy Stacy assists Theresa

boxes filled with supplies. Prior to

McKenrick and Evan McFarland with

Covid-19, Evan volunteered daily through Lrop off new supplies

the Oak Ridge High School YLDCIP

program, and was able to join ADFAC as

a seasonal employee this summer.

on Friday, August 7!
For more info and a
list of needed items,
visit adfac.org/
schoolsupplies.html.



Coping with Covid

Supporting ADFAC’s work - 1/1/2020 - 7/14/2020
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Tia and Alexis, roommates
and coworkers, contacted
ADFAC in June for utility
assistance. Both women
worked as servers for a local
chain restaurant, earning
$2.13 an hour, plus tips, which
allowed them to live modestly
and be self-sufficient. When
the effects of Covid-19
reached our area in early
March, their employer shut
down the restaurant. The
restaurant closure was fast
and immediate, and they
were told not to return to
work until they were called.

Like many of us in March, Tia
and Alexis did not know what
the future held. Would the
closure be a few weeks? A
month? Longer? There were
no server positions available
at other restaurants; even
those with carry-out or
delivery had no need for
servers. Week after week, the
jobs were not there.

With little savings, Tia and
Alexis started to get behind
on bills. Alexis received a
stimulus check, which helped

cover some expenses, but
certainly not all of them.
When they called ADFAC
in late June, their utility
bill was over $1,500,
which seemed
insurmountable.

ADFAC’s social worker
was able to meet with
them over the phone to
talk about the situation
and their experiences.
ADFAC was able to
provide $500 in direct
assistance for the utility
bill, and referrals to other
resources. Tia made plans
to contact her utility
provider to set up a payment
plan for the remainder of the
amount due. These efforts
prevented the shutoff of
utilities, which provided Tia
and Alexis the time and
stability to address their
situation.

Chandra, in her early
twenties, is a hardworking
and dedicated woman raising
her two young children on her
own. At the start of 2020, she
worked as a housekeeper at a

local hotel and
her daughter,
3, attended
Oak Ridge
Schools’
Preschool.
Relatives and
friends helped
watch her
1-year-old son
when she was
at work.
Finances were tight but
income was steady, and the
family was stable.

Unfortunately, the hospitality
industry was hit especially
hard by Covid-19. In March,
her hotel had to drastically
reduce hours, and there was
no work available. The hotel
assured her she still had a job
and could return once
business picked back up,
which was encouraging, but
the situation still left Chandra
very suddenly without any
income. Childcare also
became a major issue, as Oak
Ridge Schools closed, and
social
distancing
made it
difficult for
friends and
relatives to
help.

Despite the
setbacks,
Chandra is
doing her
best to move
forward. She
found
part-time
work as a personal caregiver,
bringing much-needed
earnings to the household.

She was able to pay rent but
was behind on her utility bill
by two months. The amount
due was the equivalent of one
month’s caregiver wages!

Chandra contacted ADFAC in
July and had a phone
interview with one of our
social workers. As they talked,
Chandra shared her desire to
further her education, find
better-paying employment,
and eventually a larger
apartment that would suit her
growing children. For the short
term, however, she needed
help with her utility bill, or the
young family would lose
service. Covid-19 emergency
funds awarded to ADFAC
allowed us to quickly pay for
most of the bill, and Chandra
pulled together the rest. With
temperatures in the nineties,
it was definitely a relief to
maintain utility service!

Looking toward the future,
Chandra received information
about Skill Up Tennessee, a
list of apartments, and other
resources that could help her
become self-sufficient.

Balancing the

serious with a little

bit of silly

Folks at ADFAC are coping with Covid-19 in many ways, including caring and
comedy. In between helping clients and connecting with supporters, a little
comic relief can go a long way! The power of laughter, along with the great

relationships we share with each other and the community, have definitely I
made 2020 more bearable. f
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‘ If you leave Joey alone in the office...
he might just drink all the coffee!
i

GRAND AMBASSADOR
David & Linda Emerson
The Wilcox Family

AMBASSADOR
Marsha Livingston

GRAND BENEFACTOR
Jim Ball
Christine Iverson & Peter Bancroft
Fred & Sandra M. Barry
Elaine & Jim Beene
Sharon Cabe
Bob & Janet Cushman
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Debban
Margaret Goodman
Jim & Mary Ann Hardy
Dr. James Henry
Eph & Mary Ellen Klots
Chet & Jane Morris
David & Mary Mullins
Ellen Smith & Richard Norby
Wayne & Mary Rhoades
Mary Helen Rose
Jim & Becky Rushton
Carol Siemens
Ann & Denny Siemsen
Marcus Weseman
Rebekah Young

BENEFACTOR
Ronald & Shirley Auble
Brian & Barbara Bovee
Melissa & Jim Charles
Mary Lou Daugherty
Diane & Warren Edwards
Betsy Ellis
Barry Goss
Les & Becky Hook
Shafik & Horia Iskander
Wes & Norma James
Mary & Gerald Jellison, Jr.
David Kocher o
Penny Lukin
Louise Mixon
Paul & Elaine Mueller
George & Jenny Paynter
Sheila Roddy
Fred L. Stephens
Judith Stroud
Robin & Charlotte Textor
Hans & Dana Vogel ¢
Eleanor Wistrom

GRAND SPONSOR
Marty Adler-Jasny
Richard & Jan Alexander
Keith Andress
Linda & Ron Battle
Annie & Ron Cacheiro ¢
Pat Clark
Sherry Hinton & Michael Fisher
Jane & Charles Flanagan
Choo-Yieng Hamilton
L. Charles Hensley
James & Judith Keiser
David & Jo Ann King
Richard Fraser Langborgh
Lawrence Metcalf
Karleen Richter

SPONSOR

David & Karin Adler
Mary Elizabeth Alexander
Jim & Nancy Anderson
Maria Armento ¢
Sydney & Becky Ball
Nancy Basford

Kay Brookshire & Tom Beehan
Sasha Benjamin
John & Debbie Black
Mike & Roni Boyd
Jo Bruce

George & Lucy Cagley
David Savoie & Harriet Calandros
Mary Carpenter

Phillip Cates

Hsiung & Kahti Chou e
Donald Cipriano, Jr.

Patti Collins

Kevin & Denise Connolly
Debbie Cutler

Wes & Judith Delaney
Sally Ann Dobbins
Steven Drevik e

Art Dworkin

P. L. Ellison

Lester & Mickey Fox
Mike & Wanda Gilliam e
Norbert Grant

Ellie Green

Jan & Larry Greene
Douglas & Anita Greenlee
Dean & Eileen Hartley
Jennifer & Paul Hausladen
Fred & Sally Haywood
Jim Helton

Carolyn & Robert Henderson
Karla Hollenbach

Terrell & Connie Horne
Emily & Charles Jernigan
Dorothy Keller

Nancy Macdonald

Judy & Dave Mason

Neil McBride

Wendy McMahon

Fred & Beth Meyer

Dr. & Mrs. James R. Michel
Ella & David Mowrer
Richard & Barbara Neill
Wyman & Robin Nettles
Gerry & Carol O’Farrell
Jane & Jim Palmer

Gene Patterson

William & Therese Peek
Pete & Hella Peterson
Lester & Pat Petrie
Nicole Porter

Judith & Keith Rice

Dan & Eva Robbins
Anna Robinson

Mike & Janet Sale

Kelly & Richard Sample
Viki Sauerman

Mildred Scott

Alice & Charles Scott
Robert & Carol Smallridge
John Soldano, DDS
Duane & Nancy Starr
Bear Stephenson

John & Cynthia Sutton
Elane Streets

CONTRIBUTOR
David & Betty Alspaugh
David & Donna Arakawa
Leslie Barbour
Lula Bartholomew
Susan K. Batchelor
Gayle Buckmaster
Don Cipriano
Kenny & Gail Cook
Bonnie Nestor & Charles Crume
Margaret Dory
Ivan & Marlene Ericson
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Friedrich
Ken & Cindi Gawne
David Parker & Anne Gladman
Len & Judi Gray
Mrs. & Mrs. Melvyn L. Halbert
Nancy E. Hardin
Stephen Bell & Rose Anne
Hartman-Bell
Ashleigh Johnson
Ed & Jamie LaRose ¢
Timothy Marema & L. Elizabeth
McGeachy
Kathleen Meaney
Ann Mostoller
Maryann Mulvenon
Eileen Neiler
Judy & Hal Osucha
Wanda Parks
Richard & Elizabeth Paul
Phyllis & Lewis Phillips
Ann & Craig Rigell
Gary Riser
Mary T. Schaefer
Robyn Schlenker
Harry Shatz
Paul E. & Carol A. Smith
Sam & Ann Snow
Barbara Spence
Margot Spore
Bill & Ouida Steinkamp
Elanita Vogt
Jacqueline Weiss
Cathy Whitten
Phyllis Zuschneid

...plus dozens of anonymous
donations.

HONOR & MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In honor of Brian Huskey
In honor of Theresa McKenrick
In honor of Beth & Dave Shultz
In honor of Kara Wallace

In memory of Christine Cipriano
In memory of Dr. Karen E. Goss
In memory of Fred Grantz

In memory of Don McKenrick

In memory of Tim Myrick
In memory of Jody Powell

BUSINESSES &
Altrusa Foundation of Oak Ridge
Burchfield’s at the Doubletree
C & J Wealth Advisors
Central Baptist Church
CheckerBoard Children’s Charities
CLEAResult Consulting
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Downtown Hardware Company
East Tennessee Foundation
East Tennessee Subway
Faith Bible Fellowship Church
First Baptist Church Oak Ridge
First Cumberland Presbyterian
First Free Will Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist Church
Fox & Farley
Jackson Square Meals, LLC
Lee & Barton DDS
Mediterranean Delight
Norris Religious Fellowship
Oak Ridge Breakfast Rotary Club

Ashleigh Johnson
Barbara Spence
Annie & Ron Cacheiro
Marty Adler-Jasny

Donald Cipriano, Jr.

Barry Goss

Wayne & Mary Rhoades
Ken & Cindi Gawne
Barbara Spence

Elanita Vogt

Thomas & Peggy Hanrahan
C&J Wealth Advisors

ORGANIZATIONS
Oak Ridge Elks Lodge
Peggy Sells Homes
Radioactive Frog Web Design
Razzleberry’s Ice Cream

Lab & Kitchen

Rotary Club of Oak Ridge Sunset
Soup Kitchen
St. Anne Orthodox Church
St. Francis Episcopal Church
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Sew Good Mask Project
State Farm Companies Foundation
Subsidy, LLC
Sunset Rotary Club of Oak Ridge
Tennessee Valley Authority
The Dallas Foundation
Thompson Charitable Foundation
United Church - Chapel on the Hill
UT-Battelle
Walmart store #1194
West Village Christian Church

MONTHLY
GIVING

Join the ¢Blue Circle Supporterse
by making regular donations!

Judi Gray, right, presents Cindy Ross with numerous
reusable masks made by the Sew Good Mask Project.

PayPal (tinyurl.com/2020ADFAC)

provides an option for monthly
giving, or reach out to your

Tom & Nancy Thrasher
Michael & Nancy Vudragovich
Susan Waddle

David & Beth Schultz
Virginia Spence
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. “ ar{/ce Morin emerges from her | Dt.enms & Candice Strickler Carolyn Walker financial institution for more

‘ | After some trial and error, and then a bit more trial and error, members of ADFAC’s Bow ‘ J‘ office demonstraﬁng the latest | Elizabeth & Jerry Van Fossen

| - R . DFAC Jeff & Susan Whitney information about automaticall
w nterview with Addy the A y ) ; | A | - y
“ 7—’70’9'. | Tie Committee are now seasoned Zoom professionals. i quarantine dance moyes, | Marian & Robert Varner Dennis Wolf \ sending monthly donations. J

‘\ Household Assistance Program
| Director Joey Collins readies for '
| meeting with clients by roll-playing |

Joey Collins, left, accepts a generous
donation from Rotary Club of Oak Ridge
Sunset, presented by Malcolm Stocks.




